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From the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 

2271: Since the first century the Church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This 

teaching has not changed and remains unchangeable. Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either 

as an end or a means, is gravely contrary to the moral law:  

 

"You shall not kill the embryo by abortion and shall not cause the newborn to perish."  

 

God, the Lord of life, has entrusted to men the noble mission of safeguarding life, and men must carry it 

out in a manner worthy of themselves. Life must be protected with the utmost care from the moment of 

conception: Abortion and infanticide are abominable crimes.  

 

2272: Formal cooperation in an abortion constitutes a grave offense. The Church attaches the canonical 

penalty of excommunication to this crime against human life. "A person who procures a completed 

abortion incurs excommunication latae sententiae," "by the very commission of the offense," and subject 

to the conditions provided by Canon Law. The Church does not thereby intend to restrict the scope of 

mercy. Rather, she makes clear the gravity of the crime committed, the irreparable harm done to the 

innocent who is put to death, as well as to the parents and the whole of society.  

 

2322: From its conception, the child has the right to life. Direct abortion, that is, abortion willed as an end 

or as a means, is a "criminal" practice (GS 27 § 3), gravely contrary to the moral law. The Church imposes 

the canonical penalty of excommunication for this crime against human life.  

 

2274: Since it must be treated from conception as a person, the embryo must be defended in its integrity, 

cared for, and healed, as far as possible, like any other human being.  

 

Prenatal diagnosis is morally licit, "if it respects the life and integrity of the embryo and the human fetus 

and is directed toward its safe guarding or healing as an individual. . . . It is gravely opposed to the moral 

law when this is done with the thought of possibly inducing an abortion, depending upon the results: a 

diagnosis must not be the equivalent of a death sentence."  

 

2273: The inalienable right to life of every innocent human individual is a constitutive element of a civil 

society and its legislation:  

"The inalienable rights of the person must be recognized and respected by civil society and the political 

authority. These human rights depend neither on single individuals nor on parents; nor do they represent 

a concession made by society and the state; they belong to human nature and are inherent in the person 

by virtue of the creative act from which the person took his origin. Among such fundamental rights one 

should mention in this regard every human being's right to life and physical integrity from the moment of 

conception until death."  

 

"The moment a positive law deprives a category of human beings of the protection which civil legislation 

ought to accord them, the state is denying the equality of all before the law. When the state does not place 

its power at the service of the rights of each citizen, and in particular of the more vulnerable, the very 

foundations of a state based on law are undermined. . . . As a consequence of the respect and protection 

which must be ensured for the unborn child from the moment of conception, the law must provide 

appropriate penal sanctions for every deliberate violation of the child's rights."  

 

  



  

www.cpforlife.org 

5/1/14 

Pope John Paul II-- Evangelium Vitae, (The Gospel of Life) 1995  

 

72. Disregard for the right to life, precisely because it leads to the killing of the person whom society 

exists to serve, is what most directly conflicts with the possibility of achieving the common good. 

Consequently, a civil law authorizing abortion or euthanasia ceases by that very fact to be a true, morally 

binding civil law. 

 

73. Abortion and euthanasia are thus crimes which no human law can claim to legitimize. There is no 

obligation in conscience to obey such laws; instead there is a grave and clear obligation to oppose them by 

conscientious objection. From the very beginnings of the Church, the apostolic preaching reminded 

Christians of their duty to obey legitimately constituted public authorities (cf. Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:13-14), 

but at the same time it firmly warned that "we must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). In the Old 

Testament, precisely in regard to threats against life, we find a significant example of resistance to the 

unjust command of those in authority. After Pharaoh ordered the killing of all newborn males, the 

Hebrew midwives refused. "They did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male 

children live" (Ex 1:17). But the ultimate reason for their action should be noted: "the midwives feared 

God" (ibid.). It is precisely from obedience to God—to whom alone is due that fear which is 

acknowledgment of his absolute sovereignty—that the strength and the courage to resist unjust human 

laws are born. It is the strength and the courage of those prepared even to be imprisoned or put to the 

sword, in the certainty that this is what makes for "the endurance and faith of the saints" (Rev 13:10). 

 

In the case of an intrinsically unjust law, such as a law permitting abortion or euthanasia, it is therefore 

never licit to obey it, or to "take part in a propaganda campaign in favour of such a law, or vote for it". 
 

 


